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Development of the 
COEP Resource Center:

Current Status and Future Plans

Karalyn Colopy
COEP Resource Center Director
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Why Create a Resource Center?

Interest expressed by Center Directors
To help COEPs communicate with each 
other
To be a centralized source of 
information about NIEHS-supported 
outreach and education efforts
To maintain archives of COEP materials

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions
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Resource Center Components

Physical Resource Center
Library in Durham, NC
Printed catalog

Virtual Resource Center
Web Site
On-line database of materials

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions

Timeline
October 2000 

Begin contract with Analytical Sciences, Inc. (ASI)
Spring 2001

Complete initial collection of COEP materials
October 2001

Send printed catalog to COEPs
Open library
Launch Web site

April 2002
Add database of downloadable materials to Web site

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions
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Resource Center Advisory Board

Formed at 2000 Center Directors 
Meeting
Nine volunteers
Consulted for feedback

Scope of library and selection criteria
Web site issues

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions
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Collecting Materials
Wrote Scope Statement and Selection 
Criteria
Sent to COEPs with request to submit 
materials
Created database of information about 
materials received

Bibliographic information
Subject terms
Availability
Abstract

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions

Catalog

Mailed to each 
COEP Director
Information on all 
materials received 
as of August 2001
Five indexes

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions
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Physical Resource Center

Open to NIEHS and COEP visitors
Houses collection and provides hardcopies of 
COEP materials

Videos
Newsletters
Curricula
Posters
Training manuals
And much more!

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions

Web Site

Wrote a design document to describe 
site features and navigation 
Incorporated COEP feedback
Created designs
Added content and programmed 
features
http://benson.niehs.nih.gov/coeprc

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions



Community Outreach and Education Program 
Presentation Slides, October 28, 2001

III.8 COEP Resource Center 7

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions



Community Outreach and Education Program 
Presentation Slides, October 28, 2001

III.8 COEP Resource Center 8

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions



Community Outreach and Education Program 
Presentation Slides, October 28, 2001

III.8 COEP Resource Center 9

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions



Community Outreach and Education Program 
Presentation Slides, October 28, 2001

III.8 COEP Resource Center 10

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions



Community Outreach and Education Program 
Presentation Slides, October 28, 2001

III.8 COEP Resource Center 11

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions
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Web Site Maintenance and Upgrades

Integrate database of downloadable 
materials, with ability to submit new 
materials on-line (by April 2002)
Add new calendar events and Reading 
Room materials
Write new Spotlight articles monthly
Make other improvements based on 
feedback

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions

Library Expansion

Continue adding new materials to the 
library
Update catalog (in print and on Web) as 
necessary

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions
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Evaluation

Ask for COEP evaluation of Resource 
Center services

Catalog 
Web site

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions

Under Consideration

Write a periodic COEP newsletter
Create a COEP informational brochure
Develop a traveling COEP conference exhibit
Assist COEPs with final production of 
materials
Expand Resource Center to include other 
NIEHS outreach/education programs
Other suggestions?

Background Current Status Future Plans Questions
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Your Homework Assignment

Your Homework Assignment

Continue to send in materials and 
calendar items!
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